Gingrich Submits Book Deal to Ethics Panel 


Speaker Newt Gingrich submitted 
his proposed book deal to the House 
ethics committee yesterday, con- 
tending that it was a normal publish- 
ing arrangement that complied with 
all standards of conduct. 

Stripped of the $4.5 million ad- 
vance that brought Gingrich (R-Ga.) 
a barrage of negative publicity, the 
agreement keeps the speaker’s 
promise that he would accept the 
same formula for royalties Vice 
President Gore had for his book on 
the environment. 

The speaker’s proposed contract 
with HarperCollins, a publi shin g 
company owned by Rupert Mur- 
doch, “is entirely proper” under 
House rules, according to the sub- 


mission to the committee by the 
speaker’s private lawyer, Jan Baran. 
The submission carried out Gin- 
grich’s earlier pledge to obtain ap- 
proval of the Committee on Stan- 
dards of Official Conduct before 
signing the contract. 

Former representative Ben Jones 
(D-Ga.), defeated last November by 
Gingrich in a House election, had 
filed an ethics complaint contending 
the speaker’s book deal violated 
House rules. 

Baran wrote that: 

■ The speaker agreed to standard 
royalties of 15 percent on all hard 
cover sales, 7.5 percent on paper- 
backs and 10 to 12 percent on copies 
of audiotapes in the two-book deal. 
Gingrich will write one book, advo- 


cating his conservative philosophy, 
and provide commentary for a sec- 
ond, which will consist of essays by 
other authors. 

■ At least four publishers submitted 
bids in excess of $1 million, including 
a $4.1 million advance offer that was 
close to the $4.5 million HarperCol- 
lins bid. 

■ There is “absolutely no evidence 
that the speaker’s publishing ar- 
rangement has interfere^ with his 
ability to perform his official func- 
tions.” 

■ Allowing publishers to bid for the 
speaker’s services was not ah at- 
tempt to trade on Gingrich’s influ- 
ence, but “the extraordinary step of 
holding a fair and open auction to se- 
lect a publisher.” 



